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buried in the earth. When this has been done the
relations return home and, after washing, offer a
sraddka, or oSering to the .deceased. Brahmans
are then feasted and gifts are presented to them.
These are the rites laid down in the Smarta
Shastra, but-nowadays the favoured place for the
cremation ceremony is the bank of a sacred river;
the ashes are consigned to the waters and not as a
rule buried in the earth. It is also a practice for
one of the relations to fracture the skull of the
deceased during the burning in order to facilitate
the escape of the spirit. Gosains, h< ^ever, do not
cremate, but bury their dead.
The practice of suttee does not appear to have
been directed in any of the ancient Shastras; in
Rig-Veda X, 18,3, it is distinctly Ordered that the
widow is to come back from the funeral pile, and
there is nothing in the Veda to authorize the burning
of the widow with her deceased husband. It seems
to be the remnant of a Scythian custom which has
mostly been followed by races of Tartar origin.